MENAr Malaria Awareness

HOME RESEARCH THE BATTLE PLAN THE FIGHT TREATMENT VECTOR CONTROL DONATE ABOU

Malaria Awareness » Vector Control » Revolutionary wall lining could provide long-term solution
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New test revolutionises fight
against malaria

In order to successfully eradicate malaria, you
need to know where to find it. New technology
could hold the key to identifying the hidden enemy
and stopping it in its tracks.
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Revolutionary wall lining
could providé long-term
solution

VECTOR CONTROL There is an inconvenient truth with mosquito nets, Richard
Allan, Director of the Mentor Initiative claims. Though they can be very
effective, they are also very vulnerable to wear and tear.

Richard Allan
Director, The Mentor Initiative
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“They’re thought to last four or five years but we've tested them and they’re lucky to last a
year in some emergency settings,” Allan says. Allan realised that alternatives were worth
investigating. Interior residual spraying (IRS) is a widespread and effective preventative
measure. However, it needs to be applied twice a year.

Wall lining

Allan began looking into an alternative. The solution was a tough, woven wall lining which
acts as wallpaper covering the surface with a new combination of insecticides that should be
effective for many years. Trials have started in Liberia and will continue to Tanzania by the
end of the year.

“We have teams that go in and put the wall coverings up to make sure it's done well,” he
says. Allan expects that by around this time next year the first data from the projects will be
available to reveal if this new tool has been successful.
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Treating the vulnerable in conflict zones should

Malaria: The Resistance Threat
be the main priority
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